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NEM USER GROUF OFFICERS 


by Dave Flory 


Most of you probably know 
of the change in the officers 
on Our exec. board. For any who 
are not familiar with this, 

Our prior president, Clyde 
Spencer, has stepped heck to a 
vice-presidential slot, with 
Dave Flory taking the Fresicdernt 
Position. Kobin Zeioler has 
turned over his position as 
Chief program librarian to Hans 
Hansen. Clyde Spencer is taking 
the primary respomsibility for 
locating speakers, which was 
formerly handled by Hans. 

For those of you who aren^'/t 
well acquainted with me I’1l 
briefly beckeground myself. I’ve 
been a sciencefiction mut since 
I was about 10 and naturally 
fell into an interest im comp- 
uters thru’ the stuff I had 
been reading. My first real 
contact with computers was ar 
IEM 650 which was as timekeeper 
for the unit in the Littauer 
Statistical center in the 
Harvard Business School. It 
took up a ləaaarqae room and 
had Zk of memory on a large 
rotating drum. We have come a 
longe way since then, baby!! 


Single Copy Price $1.00 


Occupationally, I'M s law 
enforcer. I’ve been a cop for 
about 18 years, now running the 
team of men who enforce against 
the intoxicated driver. Ever 
here my interest im computers 
shows up. I was part of a small 
group who did the system desian 
Or Our computer assisted police 
and fire radio dispatch system. 
J also wrote gs orant request 
which is pending now to put the 
cities street/accident records 
in a computer im a graphic dis- 
Play format so we in traffic 
enforcement can display maps of 
accidents of different types 
and thus get some objective 
idea of what kinds of violation 
are causing our accidemts; at 
what times and where. 

My major goal as your chief 
executive officer is to get the 
tutorial series we have talked 
of off the ground. We started 
Sunday with a basic Basic class — 
at Los Gatos Hiah. More are in 
the plannine stages mow. 


Hope to see you all at the 
next meeting at the Gaslite 
Theatre in Campbell, 7 FM, Oct. 
&, Tuesday. (looks as tho’ we 
may be meeting at the Dysan 
Autditorium im Sarita Clare 
soon; more on this later) 


happy bytes, 


Dave Flory 
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by Liza Loop 


` heard an interesting speech last 
month I'd like to share with you. “t 
was by Seymour Papert, author of the 
book ';NDS"OR'S and a veteran "kids 
tn computers" watcher. 


Tt seems Seymour had been talking 
with the New York City Board of 
Fducation, and they say it costs 
about $40,000 to keep a kid in school 
for the normal 13 years. $0 Seymour 
asked them a question. What would 
you think of issuing each child a 
computer, not a toy, but a powerful 
computer with graphics and 4&k of 
memory and disk drives and lots of 
software? Provide word processing and 
a programming language like LOGO and 
computer assisted instruction and 
data base management. "he idea is to 
really put tools im the: hands: of: the 
student and let him learn to use them 
as early as he can. would that 
child's education be improved by, 
say, 59 over the course of ‘tire +t: 
years? 


Well, since you, dear reader, are 
probably a computer freak, you might 
be tempted to say, yes, the learning 
process would be enlarged by at least 
5% and maybe accelerated by 5%. 

And what would be the cost of this 
probable benefit? How about 5% of the 
current cost of educating one child, 
$2,000. .a)f.¥o0u had the volume buying 
power of the New York City Foard of 
Fducation, how much Atari equipment 
and software do you think you could 
get for $2,000? 


Seymour isn't asking "what would you 
think of..." anymore. ..He's.asking, 
"Why haven't you already..." 


Do you know anyone on a Board of 
Faucet ion? 
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FADVERTIZING POLICY 





A Benchmark. 
: Short ads (3 to 5 lines) will be run 


! FREE for INDIVIDUALS with PAID 
shaspa, This article has its genesis in 


the purchase by a coworker of a 
NEC 8001 which is a very fine 
Piece of hardware. Irn his first 
burst of enmthusiasim, he ran the 
Interface Age Frime Number 
Cruncher benchmark test which was 
reprinted in the August 1981 issue 
of Interface Age along with times 
for a number of main frames and 
microcomputers. The prooram 
calculates prime mumbers between 0 
and 1000 and lists them on the 
screen. I ran the benchmark using 
both Atari Basic and its close 
relation Basic At. I ran the 
benchmark in Graphics 0, Graphics 
3, and with mo DMA by the Antic 
chip by usine FOKE S59,0. 


Commercial Ads will run upon 

| receipt of camera-ready copy and 

ij payment according to the fee schedule 
| below: 


Full page (8 1/2" x 11") $50 
Half page $25 
Quarter page or less $12.50 


i Copy deadline -the 7th of each month 
fe Mail to: Newsletter Ads 

IE BAY AREA ATARI USERS GROUP 
$ c/o Foothill Coplege 

Los Altos Hills, Ca 94022 
or phone Liza 415-858-2034 







CHDOIEDOOXESXOGXEEOSUIXXEXCSOO 


` 





X 


BAY AREA ATARI USERS GROUP The times for Atari Essic were as 


NEWSLETTER follows: 

is published by the Gre Ü 1626 sec. 
Bay Area Atari Users Group, Gri 3 1181 sec. 
an informal association of No DMA bio ert 


individuals. This group- 1S not 
affiliated with Atari, Inc. or any 
other commercial organization. 

Any logos, trdemarks, or company 
names are used either with 


The times for Basic At were as 
follows! 


permission or as an informal way Gr. D 1523 sec. 
of referring to a product or Cr. 93 1114 sec. 
organization. No DMA 1044 sec. 


Correspondence address: 

Bay Area Atari Users Group Newslette 
c/o Foothill College 

12345 El Monte Ave 

Los Altos Hills, CA 91022 


In comparison, the Apple II+ 
required 980 seconds to execute 
the benchmark. The fastest 6502 
microcomputer for this benchmark. 
was the Compu/Think MINIMAX IT 
which required S05 seconds to 
execute the benchmark. 


All articles are written and 
donated by readers. Opinions 
expressed in this publications are 
those of the individual author and 
do not necessarily represent or 
reflect the opinions of the Bay 
Area Atari Users Group as a whole 
or of any other commercial or non- 
commercial organization. 


I hope that this exercise is taken 
with the appropriate number of 
grains of salt since high speed 
number crunching capebility is 
about the last reason amybody 


Please submit articles carmera should buy an Atari 800. 


ready, typed or printed in 4" 
columns. Mail to "EDITOR" 

at the correspondence address. Robert K., Kawaratarni 
Subseriptions (which include Group 
membership) are $12 per year and 
entitle you to 12 newsletters. 
Single newsletters are $1. 
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A's and Spaces 


by Michael Haggerty 


Being exposed to BASIC for so long has given me 
a chance to stumble upon many useful tricks. For 
example, try the following program: 


100 DIM A$(100) 

110 At="4 STRING OF CHARACTERS" 
120 A$il,20)-A$(02,22) 

130 ?TAS$IEND 


Iot so fantastic; BASIC simply moves the whole 
string over Z places. Now change line 120 to 
reagi 


120 A%(Z22)EAS(1,21) 


and RUN it, Unexpectedly, å$ turns out to be zz 
'&'s! This makes sense when you realize that tc 
transfer a string, BASIC must take the first 
string, one character at a time, and move it to 
the new string. What happens in the seconds 
example is that BASIC moves the ‘A’ from space 
1 to Z, then moves the character in space Z to 
s--but space 2 contains an ‘A’ from the first 
ehift, so the ʻA’ gets moved through the whole 
string. This phenomenon can be a pain at som 
times, but it can also work for you. Often itis 
necessary to fill a string with blanks. Ail we 
have to do now is: 


i 


100 DIM A$ilo00) 

110 Agu ties 

120 AS(1000,1000)=" " 
130 AS$QI,I000)-A£$(1,727) 


(Line 120 is necessary to prevent an error) anc 
the task is done with little trouble anc at 
machine language speed. 


For Sale Atri 8000, 16" Includes 
Easiec and all documentation, $650 
used 2 hrs., Cassette Recorder $39, 
216^ RA" $50 eaen Carl- (N15) 94p5- 
2316 ---" arc 
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Quite some time aoo, a Member of 
Homebrew Computer Club, 
Proposed s simple number crunching 
henchmark. This short proeram which 
follows will calculate the first prime 
rmunmber after 1,000,000: 


i-I00gBOl.lH 
20 FOR Dede dau cities L3 
30 IF I/DSERISCPASDO 
40 NEXT D 

abet RIN -d 

OU NEAL I 

ZÜ END 


10 FOR 1000003 STEF 2 
STEP ; 


THEN éü 


He nad reported the following 
execution times for various computers? 

HEX-29- 0.09 seconds 

APPLE | S seconds 

PET 6 seconds 

OSI 6 seconds 

¿LES P .12— eer ae, 

IEM STUG"' ss 5. 


He dio not.indlcele whether the 
benchmark for the APELE wes rum with 


integer or fiostine poimb BAST Es I 
have subsequentig run the seme 
benchmark om some other computers. 
The results follow: 

Fr 008 F echo qali Sueos 

INTERACT .19 seconds 

ATARI 15 seconds. (w/ ANTIC on)? 

ATARI 11 seconds Cw/Y ANTIC off) 
AS you can plainly see, our beloved 
ATARI does not fare very well in 
COMPerison to many of the other 
Personel computers when it comes to 
Pie crunching. T nave beer told 
Du Frecdedgesgddrn aot 6T58IstheU westarn 
expect Microsoft besicco(Gwhber xt ^ comes 
Oiit!)etu be Considerutbt fsetes^than 
the currently available Sheparcdeon 
BASIC. Io personally have become 
quite comfortable with the way 
onepardsan EAGSIC handles strings end 


Will miss giving up some of the other 
TeStLures obbohms z Qi chisa td PENES 
nave tne best of both worlds 


Clyde 
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SOFTWARE REVIEW 


by 
Dave Flory 


My most recent software purp- 
chase was Ateri’s Asteroids. I 
find it to be up to the stand- 
ard of Star Raiders and the 
other Atari produced video game 
programs I have used. It’s not 
challenging in the same way as 
Star Raiders, but if you have 
an ounce of space commander in 
your blood you will like the 
Asteroids game. It is a high 
tension exercise in survival, 
with asteroids flying st you 
from every direction. You shoot 
your photon Quri to destroy them 
end protect yourself. You also 
have the option of using one of 


several defensive options. One 
is SHIELDS, which allows you 

to raise an impreanable shield 
around your vessel by pulling 
the joystick back towards you, 
Another is HYFERSFACE, activat- 
ed in the same way, which lets 
you escape into hyperspace. 


Only problem is you may be 


destroyed the instance you pop 
Out of hyperspace. Another of 
the defense options is FLIF. 
Using this option lets you 
flip end for end instantly to 
fire at a threat behind you 
whem you don't have time to 
rotate your vessel normally. 
Last option is mo defensive 
mechanisms at all and this is 
tantamount to suicide in the 
early stage of your develope- 
ment into a real asteroid 
killer, There is also an alien 
who occasionally wanders by and 
takes a couple of potshots at 
you with his photon canmort, 

to keep you awake. A very 
challenging game, if you like 
to survive. I found my firing 
hand started to cramp up after 
my first 20 minutes or so of 
plas. Good luck!! 


The other recent software add- 
ition was SYNAFSE SOFTWARE “s 
Filemanager 800. Some of you 
saw it at the meeting held in 
the Campbell Community Center. 
I have found it to be very ver- 
satile and extremely easy to 
use. It is well error protect- 
ed and works well for people 
who are mot computer experts 
like children. My daughter 
experienced mo trouble in put- 
tine all of her address book 

on a8 disk with no reading of 
the manual. The proaram allows 
a record five pages (screens) 
long, with max. field leneths 
of 100 characters. Fields can 
be named anything. Files are 
indexed hy any field on the 
first page of the record. One 
of the strongest things this 
program has going for it is the 
Synapse Software customer sup- 
port. The manual says that the 
program sorts the file whether 
you emter the search parameter 
in capitals or lower case. The 
copy I eot would mot do so. 
(abort 100 of these copies got 
out) Before I had had the progo- 
4 Gaus I eot a call from the 
Campbell Computer Center say- 
ina Synapse was recalling them. 
I was given a number to call & 
told that if I called and gave 
my serial number they would 
replace my disk. This was on a 


weekend. Eefore I called Monday 


I got the mail with s replace- 
ment disk. Woops! It wouldn't 
load. I called about 2FM, and 
the NEXT day got a disk that 
worked with the tug gone. Now 
that’s sudden service. Would 
that more firms had the ability 
or desire to support the user 
this way. The program will hold 
about 500 records consisting of 
names, addresses, phone numbers 
and a comment field or two, or 
a mini-flopp*y disk. 
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